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THE READING TABLE 
EDUCATORS EVALUATE A CORRE- 
LATED CURRICULUM 
The idea that the various subjects in a 
curriculum should be taught with some ref- 
erence to one another and not as isolated 
units of information has for some years 
been arousing increasing interest on the part 
of educators. Such words as correlation, 
fusion, and integration have taken on new 
meanings in the educational world, indicat- 
ing attempts to bring about varying degrees 
of educational synthesis. Much has been 
written about experiments with an integrat- 
ed curriculum in this or that school and 
about theories of integration, but it re- 
mained for the Committee on Correlation of 
the National Council of Teachers of Eng- 
lish to make a comprehensive survey of 
correlation in all its aspects as it is being 
tested in schools and colleges today, with 
special attention to the correlation of Eng- 
lish and other subjects. 
A report of this survey was presented by 
the committee to the National Council of 
Teachers of English at the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary meeting of that organization in 
Boston November 26-28. It was compiled 
and edited by Miss Ruth Mary Weeks, 
Paseo High School, Kansas City, with the 
advice and assistance of Dr. William Allan 
Neilson, president of Smith College, and 
Miss Bess Goodykoontz, assistant commis- 
sioner of the United States Office of Edu- 
cation, and has been published with the 
title, A Correlated Curriculum! 
"The average student today," Miss 
Weeks says in her introduction, "studies 
algebra, history, chemistry, German, Eng- 
lish literature, and the rest without seeing 
that these are really just the pieces in a 
great picture-puzzle which, if assembled, 
will reveal the image of the world. Never 
"A Correlated Curriculum. Edited by Ruth 
Mary Weeks, chairman, for the National Council 
of Teachers of English. New York: D. Appleton- 
Century Company, 1936. 326 pp. $2.00. 
good pedagogy, the picture-puzzle type of 
education has become doubly inadequate 
since tremendous enrolments have swept 
into the schools many students with little 
cultural background, no general informa- 
tion, and no inherited traditions or scale of 
values by which to pick out a pattern from 
the educational pieces rattling in the puzzle 
box of the curriculum." 
A successfully integrated curriculum, the 
editors point out, does not end with utilizing 
all the student's abilities and guiding him to 
self-mastery of social intelligence, but helps 
him in adjustment to life by giving him a 
pattern for his own personal integration, 
and it trains him for building a new and 
better world. "Correlation today means 
more than employing English as a tool for 
other disciplines and more than the hap- 
hazard enrichment of English by materials 
from related fields. It means recasting the 
whole educational program in the mold of a 
central purpose, so that not only the parts 
but the whole will have a meaning, a mean- 
ing which will tie part to part by a recog- 
nizable bond." 
Throughout the report, emphasis is plac- 
ed upon the necessity for a genuine rather 
than a specious correlation. "Correlation is 
not just bringing unrelated things together, 
as when English, music, and dancing classes 
each contribute to an assembly program 
numbers disconnected in both style and 
theme. We cannot say that we have corre- 
lated two ideas, two groups of material, or 
two subjects of instruction unless we reveal 
some genuine life relation between them— 
a relation of cause and effect or of part and 
whole." 
Correlation enthusiasts are warned 
against regarding the new development in 
curriculum-building as an educational pan- 
acea, and are urged to subj ect any proposed 
correlation program to at least eight tests, 
one of these being: In the case of fusion of 
one or more subjects, are significant, tested 
values of any subject lost in the merger? 
"In any change," it is said, "some values 
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must, of course, be lost, but do the new 
values gained by a specific program com- 
pensate for the old ones that have been 
lost?" 
The book has a practical usefulness for 
the teacher in outlining units and projects in 
which one or more subjects are correlated 
with English. These will be of assistance 
to any teacher looking for opportunities to 
enrich classroom work. Of interest to the 
lay reader, as well as to teachers and cur- 
riculum makers, is the appendix in which 
appear the statements of seventeen inter- 
nationally known authorities in various 
fields on the vital and significant aspects of 
their respective subjects that should be kept 
in mind in planning any correlative experi- 
ment. 
Grady Garrett 
Ideas and Models. By Louise Pound, Theodore 
Stenberg, James P. Callahan, Robert Adger 
Law, Lowry C. Wimberly, and Norman Eli- 
ason. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1935. 
850 pp. $2.00. 
The authors have assembled in one vol- 
ume, in addition to a fresh collection of 
mddels classified under the four forms of 
discourse, an appendix containing 120 pages 
of conventional handbook material. One 
could wish that Miss Pound had participat- 
ed in the preparation of the section on Dic- 
tion. 
The readings provide a richly varied and 
stimulating abundance. 
The Unit-Activity Series. By Nila Banton 
Smith. New York: Silver Burdett & Co. 
1936. Practice pads to accompany Tom's Trip. 
In City and Country. At Home and Away. 
These practice pads, like the readers in 
this series which were reviewed here in 
November, 1936, are interesting and stim- 
ulating. So often workbook material is 
monotonous; not so these, for there is a 
good check on reading and vocabulary and 
there are plenty of interesting things to do. 
Never does the author lose sight of her 
purpose to give the child control over the 
printed page. 
Mary Louise Seeger 
Self-Teaching Geometry. By Murray J. Levan- 
thal. New York: Globe Book Co. 1935. 151 
pp. Paper cover, 40c; cloth, 7Sc. 
Modern Arithmetic Exercises, Seventh Year. 
By William F. Roantree. New York: Globe 
Book Co. 1935. 68 pp. Paper cover, 34c; cloth, 
67c. 
Self-Teaching Arithmetic Problems, for the 
.Upper Grades. By Max H. Sills. New York; 
Globe Book Co. 1935. 90 pp. Paper cover, 
34c; cloth, 67c. 
These books seem to supplement the reg- 
ular textbook. 
Self-Teaching Geometry helps the pupil 
solve new types of problems, guiding him 
in the geometric mode of thinking. Exer- 
cises are graded to accommodate different 
levels of ability. 
Modern Arithmetic Exercises is meant to 
discover and overcome individual deficien- 
cies. Much of the book is given to tests on 
each process, followed by remedial drill and 
subsequent retesting. Some problems are 
also included. 
Self-Teaching Arithmetic Problems is a 
book of problems for various grades. Exer- 
cises involve the steps in solution of each 
type of problem. There is an illustrative 
problem for each type. Some new-type tests 
and one period test are included. L. R. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
At the annual Christmas Vespers of the 
Glee Club in Wilson Hall December 13, the 
club was assisted by the orchestra, compos- 
ed of students of H. T. C. and Shenandoah 
College and directed by Professor J. Edgar 
Anderson of the Music department; the 
Apollo quartet of Harrisonburg; Miss 
Frances Houck of Harrisonburg, teacher of 
Home Economics in the local high school; 
and Mr. Caleb Cushing of Shenandoah CoL 
lege. Miss Ellen Fairlamb, of Richmond, 
was the guest soloist. 
Ann Bell VanLandingham, Petersburg, 
was elected 1937 varsity hockey captain, 
according to an announcement at the annual 
hockey banquet December 9. Varsity let- 
ters were awarded to the following mem- 
